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Primary 
Writing



Smelly Marker Writing

Smelly marker writing promotes 
students with a fun way to practice 
their writing and encourages them to 
have fun during the writing process. 
Students will be given the option to 
write with smelly markers.

During this time, students can write 
whatever they want as long as they are 
practicing their writing in an engaging 
way. 

This activity can be for anyone in the 
classroom. It is used to showcase to 
the students that the writing process 
can be fun and there is no pressure on 
what is being written.

Grades K-3



Silly Stories

Silly stories are a fun way for 
students to practice writing the 
elements of a story. Students will get to 
write a “who” (a character), a “what” 
(what was your character doing), and 
a “where” (the setting). These will be 
written on pieces of paper and will 
sorted randomly. The students will get 
to pick one of each (what, why, where) 
and write a silly story.
 

The silly stories can be used to get 
students practicing writing story 
elements and putting together the 
details of a story.

Grades 1-3





Book Response

To get students to understand the 
elements of a story, students will 
answer questions about a story and its 
elements in a book response. 

A book will be read to the students. 
While it is being read, students will 
notice the elements of a story. In a 
worksheet, students will respond to the 
questions and are given the 
opportunity to draw pictures and 
notice details. 

This can be altered for the level of 
students and what is wanting to be 
taught within the classroom.

Grades 1-3



Here is an example 
of a book response to 
the book, The Rainbow 
Fish for a grade 1 
class. Students wrote 
about the main 
character, the setting, 
the problem, and the 
solution. 

More advanced 
students were given the 
option to write one 
word details about their 
pictures and the story 
elements. Students that 
needed more support 
were given a scaffolded 
sentence to copy from 
the board. 



One Sentence Fairy Tales

Grades 1-3

In order to get students to practice 
writing and to have fun with it, students 
can create One Sentence Fairy Tales. 
These fairytales allow for students to 
have writing with creating writing 
pieces and understand how stories can 
be created.

Students will first brainstorm what 
they know about fairytales. Then they 
will work to write and draw a one 
sentence fairy tale. 

The class will work together in 
creating a book that contains all of the 
fairytales. This book is fun to mix
and match their stories. 



Here is the 
template for the one 
sentence fairytales. 
The drawings and 
sentences are 
organized in a way 
that it can work to be 
mixed up to create 
silly stories.

Here is a copy 
of a final draft of a 
one sentence 
fairytale. The one 
sentence fairytales 
are a great way for 
students to 
practice writing. 
Some students are 
able to create their 
whole story, others 
may need more 
assistance with a 
provided scaffold.  



Intermediate 
Writing



Literature Circles

Literature circles work for students to 
practice their writing skills, their reading 
and comprehension skills, as well as 
collaboration skills. 

Students will first choose a book that 
they can comfortably read on their 
own. The students with the same book 
will be put into groups. Every couple of 
days the groups will get together and 
share a passage they have chosen to 
their group. This can be a passage they 
enjoyed, did not like, were confused 
about, etc. 

Students will write their passages 
and share what they thought about it. 
The groups will then work together
to share thoughts and feelings.

Grades 4-7



Here is an example of how the Literature Circles can 
happen within the classroom. These posters can be 
used around the classroom to showcase and remind 
students what their work is during their sharing times 
within their groups.



Novel Study

Grades 4-7
A Novel Study is similar to the 

Literature Circles but students are 
assigned questions to answer and will 
share their answers and their thoughts 
with their groups.

Students will choose a novel that 
they are able to comfortably read on 
their own. Students with the same book 
will be put into groups and be given 
inquiry questions pertaining to their 
novels. Students will read their novels 
and after each chapter will write their 
answers and share any thoughts with 
their group.

This encourages reading inquiry and 
writing their thoughts down
on paper.



Social Media Posting

Social media is extremely apparent 
during the everyday lives of students. It 
is important to include things that are 
relevant and interesting to the students 
which is where social media postings 
come into the classroom.

Students will be assigned an 
influential person and their assignment 
is to post as that person and create a 
social media page for them. Students 
can choose which social media 
platform to use (ie. Snapchat, 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter). 

This assignment allows for students 
to understand the use of social media 
and practice their creative writing
as someone different. 

Grades 4-7



This is an example of a social media assignment for 
a grade 7 class. The students have to create a 
Facebook page for Romeo and Juliet. The student must 
create a Facebook profile, biography, and include 
important timeline events to their pages. The students 
are to create Facebook statuses as Romeo and Juliet. 
This is a beneficial assignment for studying social 
media as well as writing and history.



Letter Writing

Letter writing is a fun way for 
students to practice their writing skills 
as well as their communication skills. 
Letter writing is an important tool to 
have in order to know how to write and 
send out letters. 

Students can practice writing letters 
to their peers, families, or to people of 
power. Students can also write letters 
as themselves or they can use their 
creativity and write a letter as 
someone else.

This can be implemented into the 
classroom by showing students the 
structure to writing a letter and 
allowing for them to have fun with
their letter writing.

Grades 3-7



Here is an example of some fun letter prompts that 
can be implemented into the classroom activity. 



Games



Telestrations

Telestrations, similar to Telephone, is 
a fun way to implement writing 
practice into the classroom. This also 
helps students practice reading, 
spelling and having fun with their 
peers.

Telestations is a game that offers 
drawing prompts. In a group, one 
student will read a prompt card, draw 
their photo, and pass it to the next 
student. That student will then guess 
what the drawing is and write their 
answer. The next student will then draw 
what is written and so on and os on… 
Once every student has had a turn, 
they will reveal what the first
prompt was. 

Grades 2-7



Here is a photo of some prompt cards from the 
Telestrations game. These are fun prompts that can 
challenge student’s drawing, guessing, and writing 
skills. This is a fun, no pressure game that students can 
enjoy while practicing their writing and drawing.



Mad Libs

Mad Libs are a great way to practice 
writing. It can also be used to teach 
students the parts of speech in a fun 
and engaging way. 

Students will be given a Mad Libs 
form and can work individually, in pairs, 
or in groups to fill out their worksheets. 
The Mad Libs can be connected to a 
specific lesson you are wanting to 
teach in a lesson (like adjectives, 
nouns, or a specific subject) or it can 
just be used to get students writing. 

Grades 2-7

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10fTkOHWYl-QUFufUOB5MkLyaIZbxrBHAnFHYeYOHMig/edit?usp=sharing


Loose
Parts



Playdough Prewriting

Using Playdough during the 
prewriting stage of writing helps 
students create ideas for what they 
want to write about. The Playdough 
can be used to sculpt ideas in a fun 
and creative way. 

Students can do this individually, in 
pairs, or in a group and work together 
to think of ideas that they want to write 
about. This is a stress free prewriting 
activity for students.

This can be done by providing a 
topic for students to write about and 
give them Playdough to navigate 
through and create their ideas.

Grades 1-4



This is an example of 
a loose parts activity 
using Playdough to 
create ideas during the 
prewriting stage. The 
activity was to write 
about what you would 
need while on stranded 
on a deserted island 
with some of your 
friends. 

My group decide that 
we could have fun while 
on a deserted island 
together and created a 
spike ball game with the 
Playdough. This allowed 
for us to think about 
playing spike ball and 
continue to write about 
our fun adventure. 



Loose Parts Story Making

Loose parts is a great strategy to 
use during the prewriting stage that 
allows for students to create and 
navigate through their ideas prior to 
starting their writing.

This can be done by providing a 
topic for students to write about and 
giving them different loose parts to 
navigate through and create their 
ideas. These loose parts can include 
blocks, shells, buttons, etc. 

Students can use the loose parts to 
create a story and then write about 
what they have created. This allows for 
students to come up with ideas in 
a fun and creative way.

Grades 1-4



Here is a selection 
of some loose parts 
that can be used to tell 
a story. Students can 
choose which loose 
parts they want to use 
and create a story with 
them based on the 
prompt given by the 
teacher.

An example of the 
loose parts is reading 
a book about being 
brave. The prompt 
could be, “write about 
a time when you felt 
brave”. Students can 
use the parts to create 
an image of 
themselves being 
brave and then write 
about it.



Collage Writing

Students will get to build a collage 
on anything they are interested in and 
can find from different images in 
magazines. From there, each student 
will get to write a story based on what 
inspires them from their collage. 

This can be used to assist the 
student’s writing and give them 
inspiration before they write. Students 
will be able to choose images and text 
that interest them which can benefit 
their writing. 

Grades 4-7



This collage was created with the inspiration of 
Indigenous ways of living and knowing. Photos and 
text were cut out from different magazines to 
showcase Indigenous cultures. Writing inspiration 
can be drawn from this collage in the form of 
writing about sustainability, nature, living on the 
land, beading and Indigenous artwork, or animals. 
There are many different writing inspirations that 
can be drawn from this specific collage. Students 
will have their own opportunities to create their 
own collages and draw their own inspirations.



Loose Parts Printing

Students can practice their writing, 
reading, and spelling through using 
different loose parts. 

Students will be given multiple 
options for loose parts to practice 
creating different words with their loose 
parts. Once the students have created 
their loose part words, they will then 
write it down on paper. 

This allows for students to create 
and see the words in different aspects 
and allow them to practice printing 
their words. 

Grades K - 3



Here are a 
couple of 
examples of using 
loose parts for 
students to  
practice their 
printing skills. 
Students are able 
to create words in 
different ways 
before they 
practice printing.



Journaling



Journal Entry

Journals are a great way for 
students to practice their writing skills 
because they are able to write about 
things that they know and are 
interested in. 

Journals can be implemented into 
the classroom with a choice of simple 
daily writing prompts. Students can 
choose what they write about each 
day without worrying about spelling or 
grammar. It is a free write just to get 
students to enjoy the writing process.

Students can write about their 
weekends, what they like to do, or write 
about their families, etc. These are 
things that students know and
may enjoy writing about.

Grades 2-7

https://padlet.com
https://padlet.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19AAfE1ObUgxdFVnqT7jQP9mRVyq4l9MeV1wSkQ1YFpg/edit?usp=sharing


Morning Writing Prompt

Morning writing prompts can be 
adapted for every grade in the 
classroom in order to practice writing 
and reading.

For primary grades, the morning 
writing prompt can be a sentence with 
a missing word. Students will read the 
message and figure out and write in 
the missing word.

For intermediate grades, students 
can be given a writing prompt that 
they write about in their daily journals. 

Morning writing prompts get 
students into the habit of writing and 
looking forward to what they will
write each day.

Grades K-7



Character Journal

Character journals are fun for 
student learning and enhances 
creativity during the writing process.

Students will be get to choose a 
character to be and then will write 
through the perspective of their chosen 
character. This can be done through a 
“Day in the Life” journal or as an open 
journal writing option.

This activity allows for students to 
practice their creative writing skills and 
have fun writing through the lens of 
someone else. 

Grades 2-7



Here is an example of a “Day in the Life” character 
journal. Students can put themselves in the 
perspective of a character and write a journal about 
their daily life. This is a fun way for students to 
practice their writing skills and think about the 
identity of someone else.



Writing Response Journal

Students will be given a passage to 
read within the class and then have a 
chance to write a response to the 
passage. This can be done individually, 
in pairs, or in groups.

This allows for students to practice 
their inquiry and analysis skills. 
Students will also be able to practice 
writing in depth responses, being able 
to understand the passage enough to 
write a response. Students can also use 
this activity to share their responses to 
their peers and hear from the 
perspectives of other students.

Grades 3-7



Thinking Stems

Using Thinking Stems in the 
classroom allows for students to 
practice their ability to actively 
respond to passages, videos, etc. 
Students are also able to understand 
inferring.  

Thinking Stems can be used in the 
classroom by sharing a section of a 
reading or a video and getting 
students to predict and infer about 
what they think will happen. After 
finishing the passage or video, 
students will think and write about how 
they felt, what it reminded them of,
and what they pictured.

Grades 3-7



The Boy, the Mole, the Fox, and the Horse

An example of this activity would be to watch the 
trailer for the movie, “The Boy, the Mole, the Fox, and 
the Horse”. Students can first watch the trailer and 
make predictions about what they think will happen.

 Students can then watch the movie and write 
about how they felt while watching the movie, what it 
reminded them of, what they pictured while watching 
the movie, and whatever else they can come up with 
that they want to respond to the movie.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fbdem4g_LEc


The Daily 5 Writing

The Daily 5 Writing Stations are 
great for students to practice their 
writing skills in an engaging way that 
encourages fun. 

Students will be given class time 
each day to work at different writing 
stations. These stations can be done 
individually, in pairs, or in groups. 
Students can have choice in the 
stations they choose. 

Some station ideas are: magnetic 
letters, writing books, write the room 
clipboards, gel pen writing, or journal 
entries.

Grades K-7



Pre Writing 
Strategies



Brainstorming

Students can use brainstorming to 
write down any ideas they have before 
they begin the writing process. 

Students will be given a prompt for 
their writing and before they begin their 
writing they will brainstorm any 
thoughts and ideas they have. This is a 
great way for students to think about 
what they want to write and what they 
want to include in their writing in a 
stress free activity that allows for open 
ideas.

Grades 2-7



Free Writing

Free Writing can be done prior to the 
final draft of the student’s writing. This 
stage of writing is done after 
brainstorming. Students will take their 
ideas from the brainstorm and free 
write for a given amount of time.

During the free write, students will be 
given a certain amount of time and 
write whatever they want, not worrying 
about spelling, grammar, or sentence 
structure.

This allows for students to get all of 
their ideas down on paper and reminds 
students that writing takes time. 

Grades 2-7



Collaborative 
Writing



Story Swap

Story Swaps are fun for students to 
practice their writing, learn about story 
structure, and collaborate with their 
peers. 

Students will write ideas about their 
character and setting to set the 
foundation of their stories. Their papers 
will be passed about the room and 
their peers will add sentences and 
details to create a final story. The 
stories will be passed around the room 
until the story has been completed.

This is a fun way for students to 
practice story writing and use their 
creativity and imagination.

Grades 3-7

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eR30KEAMHgkLsxUImc4vvJ9wsrXo93Rp3Y6BxXsJGzA/edit?usp=sharing


Pattern Writing

Teachers can use the Pattern 
Writing activity to teach students about 
writing patterns and student 
collaboration. 

The teacher can read Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear, What Do You See? to the 
class to teach about writing patterns. 
As a class, students can then create 
their own pattern writing book. This can 
be done with a different pattern 
scheme or it can follow the same 
pattern as Brown Bear, Brown Bear, 
What Do You See?

Grades 1-3



Here is the book, Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What 
Do You See? This book has a simple writing pattern 
that students can easily replicate in their own 
collaborative books. 



Writing 
Prompts



Nature Walk Write

Getting students outside in nature to 
walk around is good for students to 
remain engaged in their writing and to 
develop a different perspective during 
the writing process.

While outside, students can wander 
around, sit and observe nature, and 
write about they see, hear, smell, and 
feel both physically and emotionally. 

This writing activity get students to 
connect with nature and learn from the 
land which is important for student 
learning.

Grades 2-7



5 Senses

Students can practice their writing 
using the 5 Senses writing activity. It 
can be implemented into the 
classroom by having students view a 
photo or a video. Students will then 
write about what they imagine they 
would be able to see, hear, smell, feel, 
and taste if they were transported into 
the photo or video.

This activity can also be done by 
providing students with different 
photos, sounds, smells, textures, and 
tastes. The students can explore the 
senses and write what they think of 
while engaging in the activity.

Grades 2-5



Here are some 
worksheets that can be 
used for writing about 
the 5 senses. 



Finish the Story

The Finish the Story activity is great 
for students to practice their writing 
and creativity skills. 

Students will be given a story 
prompt and think about how they will 
want to write their stories based on the 
prompt. This can be done individually, 
in pairs, or in groups. 

Another activity for the finish the 
story can be that students will be given 
part of a story and they need to 
creatively plan and write the ending of 
the story. 

Grades 2-4



Here is an example of some fun story prompts that 
can be implemented into the classroom activity. 



A Picture Says 1000 Words

A Picture Says 1000 Words is an easy 
way to implement student writing in a 
fun and engaging way. Students are 
able to work on their creativity and 
inquiry skills.

A creative picture will be shown to 
the class. Students will view the image 
and think about a story that could go 
with the photo. This could be a story 
about they think the photo is showing 
or telling the viewer, or it can be 
something that sparks their interest 
and/or their memory. 

Grades 1-7



Picture Writing Prompts

Here is a link from the New York Times that have 
different pictures that could prompt student writing. 
These photos are able to tell stories to the students 
and spark their interest.

Here is a photo from the New York Times website. 
This photo can spark interest about the different 
people seen around the fire or students may see this 
photo and think about their experiences while going 
camping. Students may also think of something else 
from this photo and want to write about it.

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/23/learning/over-140-picture-prompts-to-inspire-student-writing.html


Book
Writing



Book Making Strategies

There are so many different 
strategies for students to create books 
that can be used to write in. 

Making books can be a fun and  
encouraging way to make students 
want to write stories. By first making 
their own books, students could then 
want to write their own stories within 
their books.

In the classroom, students will 
create a book and then as a class we 
will work on writing a full story. 

Grades 3-7



Here are some 
different book making 
strategy templates to 
help students to make a 
variety of books.



Book Writing

Having students write their own 
books from start to finish and draw 
their own illustrations is exciting for 
student writing and allows for students 
to be motivated to write.

Students can make their book, write 
their story, and draw their pictures for 
their books over the school year.

This activity implements all parts of 
learning from the writing curriculum. 
Creativity, story structure, spelling, 
grammar, etc. Book writing is also 
beneficial for the stages of writing: 
prewriting, drafting, revising, and 
editing.

Grades 3-7



Story Map

Using a Story Map can be used as a 
scaffold for student writing. Students 
can plan their writing through the 
creation and templates of a story map.

The story map allows for planning 
around the characters, setting, the 
beginning, middle, and the end of a 
story, as well as other ideas the 
students may want to include within 
their stories.

The story map will be used as a way 
to support student writing and help 
students write out their ideas.

Grades 3-7



Here are different templates for a story map.



Storyboard

Using a storyboard is a great way to 
get students integrating art with the 
retelling of stories. 

As a class, students will read a story. 
Then they will look at the storyboard 
template. For each box, students will fill 
in a descriptive sentence about what 
happened in the story and draw a 
picture to represent what happened in 
the story.  

By using a storyboard, students will 
be able to break down a story and 
understand the different parts to the 
story. Drawing pictures is a fun
way to retell a story. 

Grades 3-7



Here is a template for a storyboard. This is a 
template for more advanced students. In the large 
boxes students will draw a picture to represent what 
happened during the story. In the boxes below students 
write a descriptive sentence in their own words to retell 
the story. 



SWBST Strategy 

The SWBST Writing Strategy is used 
for students to summarize a story. It 
can also be used as a scaffold to 
remind students what information they 
need when they are writing their own 
stories.

S: Somebody (main character)
W: Wanted (wanted or tried to)
B: But (the problem)
S: So (solution to the problem)
T: Then (final resolution)

Students would be able to have a 
SWBST worksheet at their desk when 
writing a story. They would be able to 
refer to it as a way to remember
the important details of a story.

Grades 3-7



Here are a 
couple of SWBST 
strategy 
templates that 
can be used to 
scaffold student 
story writing.

These can be 
used to help 
students write 
their own stories 
and remember 
the important 
details that are 
needed.



Online 
Resources



Scholastic Story Starters

The Scholastic Story Starters website 
is a fun resource for students to 
practice their story writing. 

Students can use Scholastic Story 
Starters to come up with ideas for 
writing fun stories and being creative 
with their writing.

This resource allows for students to 
challenge new ways of writing stories 
and to take on perspectives of new 
characters. 

Grades K-7

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/story-starters/index.html
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/story-starters/index.html


Canva Graphic Organizer

A Graphic Organizer is a great way 
to help students organize their writing 
ideas, planning, and brainstorming. 

The online Canva graphic organizer 
is a way to implement technology into 
the classroom and get students 
practicing their writing using online 
resources.

This resource can be used 
throughout students writing their 
stories as a way to organize their 
thoughts and plans.

Grades 3-7

https://www.canva.com/graphs/graphic-organizers/
https://www.canva.com/graphs/graphic-organizers/
https://www.canva.com/graphs/graphic-organizers/


Padlet

Padlet is an online tool that can be 
used for so many different uses within 
the classroom. For writing purposes, 
students can use Padlet to submit their 
writing (whether that be poetry, 
paragraphs, or sentences).

Students are then able to like or 
comment on their peers’ work. Padlet 
has an anonymous feature which can 
allow for students to feel comfortable 
submitting their writing and get 
feedback on their work. 

Padlet is great for students to 
showcase their work, get inspiration 
from others, and gain feedback. 

Grades 3-7

https://padlet.com


This Padlet was 
created to 
brainstorm the 
different types of 
written text. 
Students were able 
to anonymously 
add a note with text 
or photos. Padlet 
also allows 
students to like and 
comment on the 
other posts. 

Other forms of 
Padlet can be used 
to create stories, 
assess student 
understanding, 
submit poetry, and 
so many other 
uses. The 
anonymous feature 
allows for students 
to feel more 
comfortable 
submitting work.



Book Creator

Book Creator is an online resource 
that be used for many different writing 
strategies.

Students can use it to collaborate 
their stories and comment on their 
peers work. It can be used for student 
journaling or responses. It can also be 
used as a strategy for students to write 
a book.

This resource is a good way for 
students to practice their story writing 
through an online source.

Grades 3-7

https://bookcreator.com/


Google Doc Collaborative Story

Using Google Docs as a way to write 
a collaborative story is a fun way to 
implement technology into the 
classroom and collaborate with peers.

Students will write up to 3 sentences 
each. The teacher will start the story 
with a starting sentence and students 
will add words or sentences to add to 
the details of the story. This activity can 
also be extended by taking the finished 
story and taking it into the editing 
stage of the writing process.

Grades 4-7

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Br8WLGVjm62roU2QVb1_G-WNUSevQpXGs0yRFQs7-3I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Br8WLGVjm62roU2QVb1_G-WNUSevQpXGs0yRFQs7-3I/edit?usp=sharing


Teacher 
Resources



Writing Cube

Using a Writing Cube during lessons 
on story writing is a resource that 
teachers can use to assess the 
students progress through their writing.

Students can use the writing cube to 
showcase their progress during their 
story writing. Students can show the 
teacher what stage of the writing 
process they are in or they can display 
that they need assistance. 

This is a good resource that can 
benefit the support that students 
receive during their writing.

Grades 4-7





Writing Checks

Writing checks can be used for 
students to assess their own writing 
and understanding of their writing 
knowledge.

Throughout their writing process, 
students will be able to check their own 
work and what they have included in 
their work.

Students can also assess what they 
understood about reading passages 
and connecting it to their writing. 

Teachers can use this resource to 
assess how students are doing and 
what they may need more support with 
in regards to reading and 
writing.

Grades 1-7



The explanation 
and code sheet 
can be used for 
students to mark 
their own 
understanding of 
their reading and 
writing. Students 
can check where 
their understanding 
is and ask for more 
assistance from the 
teacher.

The checklist 
sheet can be used 
to allow students to 
assess their own 
writing and make 
sure they included 
all the important 
aspects to their 
work.


